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CONTACT US: 
 

Office: (651) 325-2400 
Fax: (651) 325-2401 

Nurse: (651) 325-2786 
Absentee Line: 
(651) 325-2499 

Parent Engagement: 
(651) 325-2492 

Address: 
560 Concordia Avenue 
Saint Paul, MN 55103 

Website: 
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INQUIRER’S JOURNEY: 

“To Build a Learning Community for all Globally Minded Life-Long Learners” 

BEM CALENDAR:  
 

PTA Dates: 6:00 p.m. 
Nov. 1, Jan. 10, Mar. 7, May 9 

*Childcare and a light meal 
will be provided 

 
EDL/Freedom School Dates 

(Tuesdays and Thursdays) 
Oct: 11, 13, 18, 25, 27 

Nov: 1, 3, 10, 15, 22, 29 
Dec: 1, 6, 8, 13, 15, 20 

Jan: 3, 5, 10, 12, 17, 19, 24, 31 
Feb: 2, 7, 9, 14, 16, 21, 28, 30 
Mar: 2, 7, 9, 14, 16, 21, 28, 30 

Apr: 11, 13, 18, 20, 25, 27 
May: 2, 4, 9, 11 

 
BEM Fall Festival 

Fri., Sept. 30, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Place: Benjamin E. Mays 

 
Take Your Parent to School 

Day for 1st Grade 
Tues., Sept. 27th, 8:30-10:00 

 
Lunch with the Principal & 
Parent Meeting (HOTEP) 
Fri., Sept. 23, 11:30-12:30 

A Welcome Back Note from Principal Morris 
 

Greetings! Welcome back! It’s very exciting to greet our new students and 
families, and welcome our returning students and families, as well! Our Mays family 
continues to grow. As a result, we have added another section of second grade. It’s 
been a very joyful start to the school year. 

As we continue to build on the great start to the school year, I would like to 
give some tips on how to help your child be successful at school: Talk to your child 
about the importance of school safety. At Benjamin E. Mays IB World School, we 
expect every student to Be Respectful, Be Safe, and Be Responsible. Ask your child to 
explain what these expectations look like at school. Please get to know your child’s 
teacher. The partnership between family and teacher is extremely important. When the 
teacher and parent have a strong partnership, kids do better in school. Set school goals 
with your child. These goals can be either short term or long-term goals. Set routines 
for your child. Have a regular homework and bedtime. Also, set a consistent morning 
routine. Kids work much better when things are predictable. Rituals and routines are 
very important both at school and at home. Ask questions each and every day of 
school. This shows your child that you are interested in their education. Insist on them 
giving their best effort. If your child knows that school is important to you, it will be 
important to them. 

It is very important that we stick to our dismissal procedures. If your child 
rides the bus home from school and you need to pick them up on a particular day, you 
must call the office by 2:00 p.m. We will not be getting children off the bus once they 
have boarded. This rule is in place for safety reasons. If your child is a parent pick-up 
student, please be prompt in picking up your child from school at 3:00 p.m. The 
school office closes at 3:30 p.m. 

Also, we are a uniform school. Students must come in uniform each and every 
day. We cannot make exceptions to this rule. Please help support our school by 
sending your child(ren) to school in proper uniform. The uniform is a tradition here at 
Mays and we need to respect the rich traditions of our school.  
 

FUN FACT: None of the numbers from one through nine hundred ninety-nine have 
the letter “a” in it. 

 
INSPIRATIONAL QUOTE: “To create more positive results in your life, replace ‘if 

only’ with ‘next time.’” — Celestine Chua 
 

— Principal Kirk Morris, 
Benjamin E. Mays IB World School 

2016-17 Attendance Policy 
 

According to the Benjamin E. 
Mays attendance policy, all 

student absences must be called in 
every day a student is absent. 

 
To report an absence, call the 

attendance line at (651) 325-2499. 

Please Call the Office About 
Transportation Changes by 2:00  
 

Transportation changes need to be 
called in to the school office at (651) 
325-2400 by 2:00 p.m. After 2:00, if 

you have not called, changes cannot be 
made for that day and students will be 

sent home the way we have on file. 



 

“To Build a Learning Community for all Globally Minded Life-Long Learners” 

Freedom School/EDL Registration Forms 
 

If you want your child(ren) enrolled in our after-school 
programs this year, please fill out the registration forms 

in the Wednesday packet by next Wednesday, 
September 21st. Freedom School and EDL will be held 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:00-4:45 p.m. Busing is 

available, and snack is provided. The dates are in the 
BEM Calendar on the first page of this newsletter. 

The BEM Fall Festival is Almost Here! 
 

When: Fri., Sept. 30th from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Where: Benjamin E. Mays 

 
What: Food (walking tacos, all-beef hot 

dogs, nachos, pickles, candy, and pop); fun 
games (moon walk, pop bottle ring toss, 

duck pond, tip the cat, bean bag toss, goofy 
golf, lollipop wheel, fish pond); hair flair; face painting; 

and the famous cakewalk! 
 

*Donations for the cakewalk are welcomed: Store-bought 
snack cakes, cookies, cupcakes, etc. would be great!* 

 
Come out with family and friends and have a great night 

at the Benjamin E. Mays Fall Festival! 

SHOWING SCHOOL PRIDE: 
Uniform Policy for Benjamin E. Mays 

 
Benjamin E. Mays IB World School is a uniform 

school. Our uniform is part of our identity, and we 
should wear it with pride. Because academics are our 
primary concern, we want to make sure our students 
are able to focus on school and are not distracted by 
what they wear or by what other classmates wear. 

Please visit the Benjamin E. Mays website at 
benmays.spps.org for specific information about the 

uniform, or call the office at (651) 325-2400. 

Lunch with the Principal and 
Parent Meeting (HOTEP) 

 

Date: Fri., Sept. 23      Time: 11:30-12:30 p.m. 
 

Topic: Parent Connection 
“How will you stay connected to your children 

this school year?” 
 

Join Principal Morris and 
other parents for this 

opportunity to discuss what 
matters most in your child’s 

education! Big Daddy’s 
BBQ will provide lunch! This event is free and 

held at school, but a reservation is required. 
Please call Karen Shanahan at (651) 325-2492 

or e-mail her at karen.shanahan@spps.org. 

What does it mean to be an IB school? 
 

As an International Baccalaureate 
school, Benjamin E. Mays promotes 
student-based learning that is centered on 
critical thinking, social action, 
communication, research, and self-
management. The IB Primary Years 
Programme (PYP) helps students develop an international 
perspective and become productive global citizens 
through rigorous curriculum. 

The IB/PYP aligns with the Benjamin E. Mays 
Mission Statement, which says, “Through rigorous 
intercultural and interdisciplinary studies, students will be 
empowered with the communication and leadership skills 
necessary to become productive global citizens who are 
inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring.” We encourage you 
to look in this newsletter each week to find out how being 
an IB school sets Benjamin E. Mays apart! 

Save the Date! 
Take Your Parent 

to 1st Grade is 
coming up! 

 
Participating: 1st-Grade Students and Families 
Date: Tues., Sept. 27, Time: 8:30-10:00 a.m. 

 
Spend time in your child’s classroom to observe how 
your child learns. Find out ways a parent/guardian can 
help children learn at home. Please contact your child’s 

teacher or Karen Shanahan (651) 325-2492 for more 
information. Any adult who is special in your child’s life 

is welcome to join for this fun event! 

iPad Agreement Forms 
 

iPads will continue to be an important tool in our 
approach to Personalized Learning. By Sept. 26th, please 

fill out and return the iPad Agreement form in this 
Wednesday packet, or go online: benmays.spps.org. 

From there you will see the link on the right-hand side 
of the screen under the Banner “Mays News.” 


